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The long road to

expansion

A letter from Jon
Our school community owes a debt
of gratitude to all the parents and
volunteers who worked tirelessly in
support of our expansion efforts.
Their determined and collective voice
persuaded city leaders to unanimously
approve our project and made a
powerful statement about educational
choice in the City of Pittsburgh. Well
done ECS parents and volunteers!
With expansion considerations behind
us the school is now enthusiastically
engaged in planning and logistics for
the 2011-2012 school year.
Exciting work is happening in the areas
of…

BY MIKE
BENNETT

The struggle is over, the votes have been passed, and plans
for our school’s expansion are being put into action. Now
that ECS’s permit to use the Park Place School building for
its lower grades has been approved, we can look back at the
long and convoluted process that has brought us here. We
as ECS community members have good reason to be proud
of the commitment we have shown and the work we have
done to make this expansion a reality.
ECS started in the fall of 2008 with full enrollment of three
classes each of kindergarten through third grade. A new
grade would be added every year until the school served
students from K-8. However, a grade being added each
new school year meant that expansion was needed from the
start, owing to the size of the Regent Square School building. The original charter application made careful mention
of the need for future expansion, but the details couldn’t be
determined until various options had been considered.
See EXPANSION, page 2

(1) Construction: Current construction
timelines suggest that our new Lower
School will be ready for full occupancy
in January 2012. We look forward
to creating an environment that is
welcoming and warm for our little
ones while redesigning the current
campus to meet the needs of our
older students. In the interim we are
See JON, page 5
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EXPANSION, from page 1
The original plan was to expand via construction on the current site. The school
would grow up and back, adding facilities
and classrooms to accommodate up to
8th grade. A group of concerned Regent
Square neighbors opposed this, however,
and when the City of Pittsburgh denied the
necessary zoning permits, ECS was forced
to look elsewhere to accommodate its
growing student population.
Morningside School was one potential
location; it had suffered the same fate as
many local public schools, having been
closed and its students absorbed by other
schools. However, this plan was unpopular with some ECS parents because of
Morningside’s distance from Frick Park.
The building was also owned by Pittsburgh
Public Schools, who were unwilling to sell
even more properties to a charter school at
that time.
After dismissing these other options as
unworkable, ECS turned its attention to a
much closer and seemingly perfect alternative: just up Braddock Avenue, in the next
Pittsburgh neighborhood to the north, was
the old Park Place School building. Unlike
the Regent Square School building, which
remained operational under its original function into the 21st century, Park Place School
had been decommissioned, renovated, and
converted into apartments in 1985.
This location seemed to solve many of the
problems presented by others: it was close
to the park, a few blocks from the current
school, and could accommodate all four
of the youngest grades. But the question
remained: would ECS face resistance in this
neighborhood and be forced to explore still
further options for expansion?
On May 20, 2010 the school held a meeting to announce and discuss its expansion
plans. ECS had already commissioned
a traffic study and developed a plan to
mitigate the school’s impact on the neighborhood.
Though the meeting on May 20th had been
primarily geared toward ECS parents, members of the ECS community began meeting
publicly with concerned neighbors soon
thereafter. The first of these meetings was
held on June 6th. Park Place residents took
this opportunity to voice several serious
concerns about the expansion. Despite the
school’s plans to decrease its pressure on
the neighborhood, those living directly adjacent to the school building harbored objec-

tions. A new school with over 200 students
and nearly 20 employees would certainly
increase traffic and noise in the neighborhood, they said, and this would also place a
burden on the available number of parking
spaces in the immediate area.
At a second public meeting in July, and
a community meeting with City Council
representative Ricky Burgess in September,

“I must commend
the school for their
willingness to work
with the community
and with my office
at great lengths, and
I think at some great
costs to themselves.
To make sure that
everything was a
win-win.... I have
been extremely
impressed with the
educational level of
this school.”
—RICKY BURGESS,
AT CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Park Place neighbors reiterated their concerns about increased traffic and decreased
safety. The initial traffic plans, they argued,
addressed these concerns incompletely; the
school responded by extending the scope
of the existing study to make several key
revisions in response to community feedback. After it came to school administrators’
attention that members of the Park Place
Neighborhood Association desired more
information and opportunity for discussion,
another public meeting was held at ECS on
November 30, 2010.
The revised plan included stationing two
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crossing guards on Braddock Avenue at
Waverly and Brashear Streets, creating
drop-off and pick-up areas for both buses
and parents, and altering the arrival and
dismissal times so that they would not coincide with rush hour. Also, buses would now
be staged farther south along Braddock
Avenue and coordinated by radio to avoid
creating a long queue of idling bus traffic.
Cindy Jampole of Trans Associates ably
presented the plan, answering several
questions from Park Place neighbors. The
revised traffic plan, it was explained, would
become a condition of the city’s approval
of ECS’s Conditional Use Permit to change
the building from a residential to a school
building. Parents and other ECS community
members were about to get a crash course
in Pittsburgh’s complicated parliamentary
process.
The next challenge for ECS to face would
come on December 7th at the Planning
Commission. During this public meeting,
two busloads of ECS parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and other community
members traveled downtown to make their
support for the school known to the Commission members who would vote on the
permit. Concerned Park Place neighbors
also attended and voiced their doubts about
the extent of the school’s impact on their
community. Representatives of both groups
spoke eloquently to the commission, and after a brief procedural discussion, the Commission unanimously approved the permit.
However, this was not the end of the road
for ECS; the permit would have to go before
Pittsburgh City Council for a vote on January 26th of 2011. The Commission’s yes
vote merely meant that only a simple majority was required at that chamber. Adding
to the anxiety of ECS community members
was the fact that Council representatives—
including Reverend Burgess, who represents Park Place residents and many ECS
parents—couldn’t state their position on the
permit publicly before this vote.
Between the Planning Commission meeting and the Council vote, dedicated ECS
parents and others campaigned among
Pittsburgh residents in the school’s community, writing personal letters in support of the
school to Council members. ECS teachers also circulated these letters to parents
during pick-up and drop-off before school.
The work of these teachers, parents, and
others—as well as the many eloquent and
impassioned speeches by ECS community
members like Beth Ruzanic, Betsy Fitz-

success firsthand.

“We don’t have any people speaking in
opposition or raising concerns about
all or parts of the proposal under a
conditional use hearing. That speaks to
the work of the community at large, to
the council members of the district and
all parties engaged in the transactions,
so to that I want to extend my thanks and
appreciation.”
—DOUG SHIELDS, AT CITY COUNCIL MEETING

patrick, Alex Hershey and many others—
showed the Council that the school enjoyed
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the overwhelming support of those who had
had the privilege and pleasure of seeing its

More parliamentary maneuvering followed.
The Permit passed a Standing Committee of
the Council on January 19th, but would have
to go before the entire Council yet again.
However, opposition to the school’s expansion to Park Place had faded; the concerns
of some opponents had been addressed,
and others were at least convinced of the
sincerity of the school’s mission and the
commitment of its associated community.
Many of the members of the Parent Community Organization and the administration,
faculty, and staff have worked countless
hours to make this expansion happen. At
times it has seemed that it would never
come to pass, and the future has seemed
bleak in light of those doubts. But the work
hasn’t been for nothing; our dedication to
the school has paid dividends that the future
students of grades K through 3 can enjoy in
Park Place.
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Your kids don’t take a day off.
Neither do we. With nationally renowned
pediatricians, expertise in a wide range of specialties, and
office hours 7 days and 4 nights a week, we’re always
here for you and your family. Our one-of-a-kind mix of
experience, accessibility, and top-quality care makes us
the most connected, compassionate, and comprehensive
practice in Pittsburgh.

Squirrel Hill/Greenfield
4070 Beechwood Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
412 521-6511
Pleasant Hills
850 Clairton Blvd., Suite 1200
Pittsburgh, PA 15236
412 466-5004

www.kidspluspgh.com

Home to Dr. Todd Wolynn, Winner of 5 Consecutive Pittsburgh Magazine Top Doc Awards (2006—2010)
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Mini-grants can help bring your great idea
to fruition for the ECS community
The PCO would like to raise the awareness
of the ECS community about mini-grants.
To that end, we have put together a small
FAQ about mini-grants.

school curriculum work.

What are mini-grants?

• Community Members as a whole

Mini-grants are grants given out by the
PCO for projects that benefit the students
of ECS, ECS itself, or the ECS community.
The key to the mini-grant is creativity and
the general applicability of the project. In
other words, the more people in the ECS
sphere that it affects, the more likely it is to
be accepted.

What is the maximum amount for a
mini-grant request?

Who can apply?

To apply for a mini-grant you can either
send e-mail to minigrants@ecspco.org or
leave a hard copy in the office in a sealed
envelope marked: PCO MINI-GRANT APPLICATION. In either case, the application
must contain the following:

Any member of the ECS community may
apply. This includes a broad range of possible applicants:
• Students working on some creative or interesting project that falls outside of normal

A clear description of the project, including
how it benefits the ECS community.

• Teachers
• Parents

$250 is the cap. Anything that is higher
than that amount may still be supported in
some way by the PCO, but will no longer be
considered a mini-grant.
How do I apply?

A clear delineation of the budget for the
project and how the money will be spent.
When do mini-grants get voted on?
The majority of the time, mini-grants are
voted on during the PCO meetings. We will
review the mini-grant and determine if we
need you to come in to the meeting and
give more information about it. The actual
vote will occur after some discussion of the
mini-grant and whether it fits our guidelines.
This means that you should submit the
mini-grant well before you plan to need the
money. If you find that you have an urgent
need, you may still send us an application and mark it urgent. We will consider
whether to vote outside of the meeting on a
case by case basis.

Join us on the
Executive Committee!

A New Resource in
the Neighborhood!

Have you considered becoming an active member of the ECS
PCO Executive Committee? Know someone who would like to?
Nominations are now being collected for Executive Committee
spots for the 2011/2012 school year.
The Executive Committee is comprised of 17 ECS parents who
are responsible for the ongoing efforts of the PCO as a whole.
Our energies are focused on coordinating volunteering, fundraising, planning special events for the students and faculty, maintaining regular communication with school administration, and
voicing concerns and opinions of the general parent population.
We strive to be a diverse and representative body to best meet
the needs and special interests of all of our students and families.
We encourage nominations of new ECS parents as well as
those who have been around for several years. Please consider
nominating yourself or another ECS parent to fill this important
role and to help influence the direction of your Parent Community
Organization.

Psychological Testing
and Assessments for:
ADD/ADHD
Learning Disabilities
Dyslexia

Pre-dementia
Assessments
Alzheimer’s Progression

Gifted Learner Status

Personality Disorders

IQ-Academic
Achievement

Vocational Planning

Security Clearances

The deadline for nominations is April 15th. The slate will be finalized and selections will be made randomly – by draw from a hat
– at the May 23rd PCO meeting. Nominations can be made by
email to nominations@ecspco.org or by a written letter placed in
the PCO mailbox in the school office addressed to Nominating
Committee.

Call 412-860-3275 or visit our website:
edgewoodpsychologicalservices.com

Please consider volunteering for our great school in this way!
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JON, from page 1
designing, in conjunction with city planners and architects,
on- site temporary space solutions at our current campus.
Thank you for your continued patience as we experience
these growing pains that will ultimately result in two
wonderful school buildings designed to meet our students’
needs.
(2) The ECS Upper School: We continue our work in
developing our 6-8th grade program in conjunction with
a range of key partners like the National Middle School
Association and the University of Pittsburgh. As our school
grows we are determined to ensure that ECS utilizes
“best practices” designed to provide equal institutional
and curricular access to all students. We look forward to
concluding this work with an informative session for parents
and other constituents on April 27th.
(3) Literacy Instruction: Our relationship with the University
of Pittsburgh and its support of the reading workshop
model has been extremely successful as evidenced by
student achievement gains. Students are building their
literacy identities by selecting a variety of appropriate and
challenging texts. We are currently working to expand
the number of grades that employ this innovative literacy
delivery model. We look forward to a busy spring and
summer of professional development and curriculum writing
designed to support superior literacy instruction at all grade
levels.
(4) The ECS Foundation: In order for the school to fully
engage in the work of fundraising a separate Foundation
has been created. The ECS Foundation will work with the
corporate and philanthropic community to raise funds that
support our school’s programs, mission and key initiatives
both locally and regionally.
As we head into spring look out for the following…
Information regarding PSSA testing will be coming soon. For
all parents in grades 3—5, please mark your calendars for
March 14th—25th when students will be taking the Reading
and Math test. 5th grade will also be tested in writing during
the week of March 28th and 4th grade will test in science
the week of April 4th.
Many of our 4th and 5th grade students are participating
in Earth Force service learning projects. This has resulted
in donations to the Salvation Army and Animal Rescue
League, an upcoming Talent Show fundraiser, and the
planning of a green roof project at ECS. The students are
taking leadership roles in this project model and the results
have been impressive. Additionally, Mrs. Cowherd’s 3rd
grade class is participating in the Disney Planet Challenge.
Check out their blog at http://mrscowherddpc.blogspot.
com/ and join as a follower to support their progress. We
are so proud of all of our student leaders as they turn their
knowledge and skills into action for improvement!

the parents who have made our school a success. Each day, we see
parents helping students with small group work, organizing lost and
found items, helping to supervise recess, and keeping our cafeteria
running smoothly. We appreciate all that you do to make ECS a
wonderful place to work!

Law Office of Shawn N.Wright, P.C.
Focusing on ➤bankruptcy ➤wills ➤estates
4 West Manilla Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15220
412-920-6565
Email: shawn@shawnwrightlaw.com
www.pittsburgh-bankruptcy-law.com

TAX-FREE
INCOME IS THE BEST GIFT

YOU CAN GIVE YOURSELF AT RETIREMENT.
With an Edward Jones Roth IRA, any earnings are tax-free,
and distributions can be taken free of penalties or taxes.*
You may even benefit from converting a traditional IRA to a
Roth IRA.
* Distributions of earnings from a Roth IRA could be subject to taxes and a 10% penalty if the
account is less than five years old and the owner is under age 59 1/2.

At Edward Jones, we spend time getting to know your
goals so we can help you reach them. To learn more
about why an Edward Jones Roth IRA can make sense
for you, call or visit your local financial advisor today.
Deborah F Hughes

Financial Advisor
.

1133 S Braddock Ave 2nd Floor
Entrance On Sanders St
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
412-242-1075
www.edwardjones.com

Many of you have been asking about the April 25th “Snow
Make Up Day” on our school calendar. We have decided to
keep that as a NO SCHOOL DAY for students and staff as
part of Spring Break.
The ECS staff would like to extend a THANK YOU to all of
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Member SIPC

Disney Planet Challenge:
3rd grade takes on native planting
Students have been involved in fundraising
efforts including: a Donor’s Choose grant,
letters to local businesses requesting donations, a PCO grant, and a garden tool drive.
They’ve been researching native plants that
could thrive on a woodland edge, creating
educational pieces, and publicizing their efforts and fundraisers. Recently, the students
also had the idea of creating a blog (http://
mrscowherddpc.blogspot.com/) to document the process.

BY BECKY CRAIG

Mrs. Cowherd’s third grade class is participating in the Disney Planet Challenge, a
project-based environmental competition
for classrooms across the nation. The class
went through the process of identifying a
local issue and coming up with a sustainable solution. This year the students were
inspired through their work with Penn State
Master Gardeners, Urban Eco Stewards,
and work in the Environmental Science
classroom. These experiences introduced
them to the importance of native plants in
the local ecosystem and the problem with
invasive species in Frick Park and surrounding areas. This prompted the idea for the
current project.
The students plan to implement a native
plant garden at the school. This space will
become an educational place for the school
and neighboring community. The garden will

include a variety of native plants with identification labels. There will also be placards
with information on the importance of planting native and the negative impact of invasive plants to the local ecosystem.
Planning such a major project is challenging, but rewarding. It involves many months
of planning before breaking any ground.

The project is due on February 16, but
the work is far from over. Students will be
raising funds, researching plants, learning
gardening techniques, composting existing
shrubbery, and planting the new garden.
Protecting the planet is a big job and we are
excited to do our part to educate others and
improve our watershed!

You’ll Reach Higher With a Trusted Advisor
A little guidance and support can help make a big difference in
many endeavors, including planning for your future. A financial
advisor can provide the assistance you need to set strategies and
take action toward your specific goals and aspirations. Call your
Waddell & Reed financial advisor today and ask about creating
your personal financial plan.

Investing. With a plan.
Waddell & Reed, Inc. (09/07)

Member SIPC

R. Philip Hilf, CMFC
Financial Advisor
2790 Mosside Blvd.
suiTe 720
MonRoeville, PA 15146
412-858-9090, ext.119
hilf48903@wradvisors.com
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Getting to know... Le Mix
{ In each issue, we will ask local business owners these five questions so that we may connect more meaningfully to our community. }
and we have a constantly changing inventory. The result is that over a period of a few
weeks, the store can have a completely different look as the inventory changes due to
sales and acquisitions. Just because it was
here today is no guarantee it won’t be sold,
and replaced by something completely different tomorrow. So people come back just
to see what’s new in the shop since they
visited the last time.

Address: 1115 ½ S. Braddock
Tel.: 412.241.5800
Web: Lemixantiques.com
General Description: LeMix is a unique
store in Regent Square with an eclectic
assortment of furniture, furnishings, pottery,
jewelry and other collectibles, both antique
and mid-century modern.
What inspired the beginning of Le Mix?
LeMix was inspired by two things: A desire
to offer a wide range of merchandise outside
the traditional retail environment, and the
need for work. I was a Vice President at
Kaufmann’s, and Kaufmann’s went out of
business. So if there was a time to go into
business on my own, that was the time. LeMix has now been in business for a decade.
What’s your favorite thing about Le Mix?
I think the thing I enjoy the most is the wide
range of goods we can offer our customers,
and the diverse customer base LeMix has.

What is the most surprising thing you
have learned about running your business? Running a small business is not for
the faint-hearted. In the current economic
environment, keeping the bills paid, paying
the rent, and keeping food on the table is a
daily challenge.
What is the one thing that keeps people
coming back to Le Mix? The thing that
keeps people coming back is our philosophy, and our merchandise. We strive to
provide quality merchandise at a fair price,

What more
do you want
from your house?

In what ways might you like to make
a connection to the Environmental
Charter School (ECS) community? Our
space on this earth is precious, so the more
we can keep out of landfills, the more space
we have, the smaller carbon footprint, and
the less pollution we will generate. In addition LeMix is preserving part of the American Heritage by making sure furniture and
furnishings from the mid-century modern
period continue to be useful to the community.

Edgewood Family Chiropractic
Dr. Amy Andrews

Improve comfort and
efficiency. Create more
living space.

249 Edgewood Ave.
Pittsburgh,PA 15218

412-371-6145
Focused on the
chiropractic needs
of the entire family.

Older houses
our specialty

®

Consulting and
Remodeling

ajstones.com

In-network provider
UPMC & Highmark

412-241-6042
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KINDERGARTEN:

PLAY
PiTTSBURGH
IN

For Unit 2, “Development, Designs,
and Dilemmas: Exploring the Built
Environment,” Kindergarten focused
on play spaces.
Students explored play spaces
in their environment and designed
and developed their own
playground models.
At the “Play In Pittsburgh” event,
students and adults investigated
play and playgrounds from a
variety of perspectives. On display
were student-created playground
designs, a video documentary of the
experience, photos collected, and
other pieces of their research.
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GRADE:

FIRST

INVENTION

CONVENTION

For Unit 2, “Development, Designs, and Dilemmas: Exploring the Built
Environment,” First Grade investigated the invention process.
Students learned about famous inventions and inventors before planning
and creating models of their own useful inventions.
The Invention Convention was an opportunity to share all the wonderful
ideas and present a documentary about the student experience.

Photos by Kirsi Jansa
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Are you ready for the

summer?
BY MELISSA REED

Even though this weather may make summer seem far away, it will come. For those
who need child care — or just ideas for
maximizing summer fun — the following list
should help. Some camp registrations begin
as early as this month, so it is not too early
to begin to prepare. Note, some of the web
sites listed will link you to 2010 information,
others to current registration procedures.
This list is by no means exhaustive. If you
know of a camp that is not listed here,
email newsletter@ecspco.org, and we will
print additional listings in the next issue of
comPOST.
For some tips on choosing the right summer
camp for your child(ren), peruse
childparenting.about.com/od/school
learning/tp/Choosingsummercamp.htm.
For information regarding how children
might benefit from a residential experience
(depending on age), check out tween
parenting.about.com/od
afterschoolactivities/a/CampEducation.
htm.
Keep in mind you don’t have to send your
child to camp to enjoy some fun in the sun
this summer. Summer memberships are
available at the following pools and recreation areas to keep you and your child(ren)
on the go and in the pool. The city puts out
Citiparks magazine which gives information
about public pools, tennis courts, the roving
art cart, and more. www.citiparks.net.
Edgewood Club: Convenient location,
popular among ECS families.
www.edgewoodclub.com
Fox Chapel Yacht Club: Convenient location, reasonable fees.
www.foxchapelmarine.com/Page.aspx/
pageId/26271/Fox-Chapel-Pool-Inc.aspx
Henry Kaufmann Family Park (Jewish
Community Center) in Monroeville: Olympic
sized pool. www.jccpgh.org/camp/family_park
Sandcastle: Convenient and very reasonable fees (a season pass in 2010 was only
$50). www.sandcastlewaterpark.com

Academic camps:

Carnegie Science Center Summer
Workshops: Summer programs which vary
from half-day workshops to week-long, full-

day camps for children ages 3-adult. Explore
the science of roller coasters, become a
Junior Astronaut or Wizard, build LEGO
superstructures and much more. www.
carnegiesciencecenter.org
Duquesne University Computer Academy: Summer program provides students
ages 10-16 with a strong academic foundation in computer science, while also including sporting and cultural activities. www.
duq.edu
iD Tech Camp: Internal Drive Tech Camps
held at Carnegie Mellon and other prestigious universities across the nation, include
programs for students ages 8 - 17 in areas
such as building robots, Web page and
graphic design, and video game or movie
creation. Children can attend day camp, extended day camp or overnight camp. www.
cmu.edu
National Inventors Hall of Fame, Camp
Invention: A joint project of the US Patent
and Trademark Office and the National
Inventors Hall of Fame, Camp Invention is
a one-week day camp for children entering
grades 2-6 hosted by schools throughout
the country each summer. Pittsburgh area
locations include Pittsburgh, Monroeville,
Butler, Jefferson Hills, Greensburg and Cranberry Township. Visit www.invent.org or call
1.800.968.4332 to begin your search.
RoboCamp: Robocamp, the brainchild of
the National Robotics Engineering Consortium and The Pittsburgh Robotics Initiative,
helps young campers learn about robots
and control systems. Contact American Robot at 724.695.9000 for more information.
SSA Stay and Play: For students entering
grades K-8, Shady Side Academy offers
a six-week, 7 ½ hour “dual” day camp
whereby students benefit from a half-day of
elementary or middle school language arts
or mathematics instruction, followed by a
half-day of Discovery Day Camp (see below
in Other- General). www.shadysideacademy.org
Summer School: For grades K-12, Shady
Side Academy offers a variety of summer
school courses focused on visual arts, language arts, science and mathematics. www.
shadysideacademy.org
USA Chess Camps and Gamebuilders:
For students ages 5-16, Shady Side Academy offers a one-week chess, video creation

10

and car race video camp.
www.shadysideacademy.org
Western PA Writing Project - Young
Writers’ Institute: YWI offers writers grades
3-12 creative writing workshops in poetry,
fiction, non-fiction and memoir. Students
work with teachers who are fellows of the
Western Pennsylvania Writing Project or instructors from the Creative Writing Program
at the University of Pittsburgh. The institute
offers a teacher/student ratio of 2:15 and
7 locations around the Greater Pittsburgh
area. www.wpawritingproject.org/forstudents.htm

The arts:

Camp Jam (for ages 11-17) and Camp
Jam Kidz (ages 7-10): Shady Side Academy offers a one-week camp for young
musicians and singers. No is experience
necessary and an overnight option is available. www.shadysideacademy.org
Camp Carnegie: Drawing from the Carnegie Science Center, Carnegie Museum of
Natural History and the Carnegie Museum
of Art, choose from half- or full-day camps
or mix and match half-day camps to create
a full-day schedule. Camps run Monday
through Friday, generally for one week.
www.carnegiemuseums.org
Center for Young Musicians Summer
Camp: Summer music camps for children
ages 2 (with adult) to 17. Instrumental programs start at age 4. Located in Wexford,
PA. www.youngmusicians.org
Chatham College Music & Arts Summer
Day Camp: This seven-week summer day
program for students in grades K-8 offers
orchestra, instrumental ensembles, private
lessons, chorus, solfeggio, musical theater,
music theory and eurhythmics, drama, tap,
ballet, jazz, art, language, sports activities
and swimming. Extended care is available.
www.chatham.edu
Dance Alloy, Summer Dance and Arts:
A variety of dance and creative movement
classes are offered each summer at the
Carnegie Museums in Oakland for children
ages 3-12. www.carnegiemuseums.org
Frick Art & Historical Center Summer
Camps: Summer camp at the Frick is held
Monday - Friday, 8:45 a.m. - 3 p.m. for
children who will be entering grades 3-6 in
September. www.frickart.org
Gemini Theatre Company: Five-day summer camps for kids ages 4 and up, provide
hands-on experience in a real theater. www.
geminitheater.org
Michael’s Kids Club Summer Camp:
Michael’s, the arts and crafts store, offers
a week-long summer camp in July in each

of its Pittsburgh area locations. Click on the
list of events for the store nearest you after
locating your store at www.michaels.com.
North Hills Art Center: Art, drama, and
creative writing summer camps and classes
from June-August for ages 3-adult. www.
northhillsartcenter.com
Pittsburgh Center for the Arts: Summer
art camps in various locations around Pittsburgh explore a wide variety of arts including
drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics,
theater and video. Ages vary by location.
www.pittsburgharts.org
Point Park College Summer Dance: A
six-week intensive summer dance program
specializing in ballet, jazz and modern. This
program is open by audition only to students
age ten and older.
www.pointpark.edu

Athletic:

Born2Run Basketball Camp: Held at Kiski
School in Saltsburg, PA (30 miles East of
Pittsburgh), this camp helps teach the fundamentals of basketball. Both boys and girls
camps are available and meals are provided.
www.born2run.com
Camp Spirit: Camp Spirit uses Schenley
Park to hold 2 one-week ultimate frisbee
camps (9am to 3:30 pm) for kids ages 7-14.
campsog.com/default.aspx
The First Tee of Pittsburgh: Summer clinics for young golfers at Schenley golf course.
www.thefirstteepittsburgh.org
Football Summer Camps in Pennsylvania: For a list of football camps in locations
such as the Mark Bruener Pittsburgh Steelers Football Summer Camp at Slippery Rock
and Offense-Defense in Pittsburgh, visit
www.footballcamps.at-cha.com/states/
PA.html.
Gymkhana at the Factory (Point Breeze):
A variety of gymnastics and specialty classes/camps offered throughout the summer
for kids of all ages. 412.247.4800, www.
gymkhanafun.com
Nike Sports Camps: Nike offers a variety
of sports camps during the summer (for golf,
swimming, softball, etc.). Call 1-800-NikeCamp or begin your search at www.ussportscamps.com.
Pittsburgh Riverhounds Summer Camp:
Pittsburgh’s professional soccer team, the
Riverhounds, offers several summer soccer
camps for boys and girls ages 8-14. www.
riverhounds.com
Quick Skills Soccer Camp (offered by
Dynamo): A variety of half-and full-day
soccer camps for kids ages 4-13. A half-day
premiere training camp is available for kids

ages 11-15. clubs.bluesombrero.com/Default.aspx?tabid=80996
Shady Side Academy: For children of all
ages, Shady Side Academy offers eleven
one-week sports camps this summer, from
tennis and ice hockey to basketball and
lacrosse. www.shadysideacademy.org
Soccer Camp with Coach Salem:
Swissvale-based soccer camp for boys and
girls ages 7-15. Two one-week sessions per
summer. www.coachsalem.com
University of Pittsburgh Sports Camps:
Pitt offers a variety of summer programs (for
football, baseball, gymnastics, soccer, etc.)
for students of all ages. Visit the official Pitt
Athletics site at
www.pittsburghpanthers.com/camps/
pitt-camps.html for information.
World Cup Soccer Camp: This residential
camp for ages 8-17 teaches the fundamentals of soccer, including World Cup instruction on technical and tactical practices of
soccer. It is held on the campus of Geneva
College in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, 35
miles northwest of Pittsburgh (camps for
basketball and musical theatre may also be
available at this location in 2011).
www.geneva.edu/object/summer_
camps_2010
YMCA - East Communities: The Penn
Hills YMCA sponsors a wide variety of summer camps in the Eastern communities of
Pittsburgh including many sports camps
such as soccer, tennis, golf, floor hockey,
flag football, cheerleading basketball, baseball and adventure club. Call 412.795.2600
for details.

General camps:

Camp Ren at Shady Side Academy: Only
for ECS students entering 6th grade, Camp
Ren is a traditional eight-hour day camp with
a variety of specialty areas such as business,
food science, jewelry-making, swimming,
tennis, forensics and much more. Sessions
are two weeks.
www.shadysideacademy.org
Day Camp Discovery at Shady Side
Academy: For children ages 5-10, Day
Camp Discovery offers a traditional sevenhour day camp where campers choose a
major focus each week such as arts and
crafts, ballet, kung fu, swimming, etc. Sessions are two weeks.
www.shadysideacademy.org
Deer Valley Summer Family Camp: This
family camping program located in Windsor,
OH, is a full-service camping experience
with heated cabins and meals in a dining
hall overlooking a lake. Day and residential
camps for kids ages 6-12 are available.
www.deervalleycamp.com
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Emma Kaufmann Camp (Jewish Community Center): A co-ed, residential camp
located on Cheat Lake in Morgantown, WV,
just 70 miles south of Pittsburgh. www.emmakaufmanncamp.com
Girl Scouts of Western PA: GSWPA offers
several overnight camps which are open to
non Girl Scouts as well. www.gswpa.org/
camps
James and Rachel Levinson Day Camp
[“J & R” (Jewish Community Center)]:
Held daily at the 100-acre Henry Kaufmann
Family Recreation Park in Monroeville for
children age 3 to grade 5. www.jccpgh.org/
page/day_camps
Kids Nature Camp at Frick Environmental Center: Encourage your child to explore the natural world through art, music,
cooperative games, stewardship projectsand exciting hikes through the woods of
beautiful Frick Park! www.city.pittsburgh.
pa.us/parks/frick_center_day_camps.htm
Pittsburgh Summer Zoo Camp: For kids
ages 2-13, the Pittsburgh Zoo offers a range
of half- and full-day programs.
www.pittsburghzoo.com
Sewickey Academy Summer Programs:
Sewickley Academy offers a wide variety of
one- and two-week summer programs for
students age 4 through grade 12, including
academics, play groups, sports and performing and visual arts. www.sewickley.org

Spiritual:

Camp Allegheny: This coed residential
camp, nestled in the foothills of Somerset
County near Stoystown, PA, focuses on traditional camping in a Christian atmosphere.
There are camp programs for everyone from space and sailing camp to drama and
horse camp. www.campallegheny.org
Ligonier Summer Camps: This is a
Christian camp with a focus on adventure
education and community building. Activities
include caving, climbing, rope courses, tennis, swimming, archery, rifelry, drama, mountain biking and more. Residential week-long
programs are available for children ages
8-17. ligoniercamp.org
Seneca Hills Bible Camp: A Western PA
Summer Camp for kids and teens ages
5-18. www.senecahills.com
Sheldon Calvary Camp: Within the traditions of the Episcopal Church, this residential and day camp for kids ages 7-16 offers
swimming, tennis, photography, experimental education and much more. Located in
Conneaut, OH, sessions run June 19-August 6. 440.593.4381,www.calvarycamp.
org

Get Fresh:

{ The Book Nook }

Seasonal recipes from
Jamie Root, Culinary Coordinator

Everybody Needs a Rock
by Byrd Baylor 1974. Grades K-5
Sure to bring out the budding geologist in anyone,
“Everybody Needs a Rock” presents ten simple
rules for choosing the perfect rock. The minimalist
illustrations allow the reader’s imagination to begin
picturing the shape, color, size, smell and even how their
special rock would look “by itself in the bathtub” since “any rock looks
good with a hundred other rocks around it on a hill”. By the end of the
story you’ll be eager to head outdoors and begin hunting for the perfect
rock.

Stained glass cookies

Here is an adorable cookie that is sometimes called
“Stained Glass Cookies.” They make a special treat
that is fun to make with the whole family.

Scholastic Bookflix, Grades K-2
Bookflix is an online tool that makes well-known Scholastic titles like
“Click Clack Moo: Cows that Type” interactive for young readers. First,
Scholastic has transformed favorite picture books into brief animations
that your child can choose to simply watch or read along with the narrator. Next, each fiction title is paired with a complimentary non-fiction
e-book to help your child practice reading on their own. Finally, each
pair of texts features puzzles to reinforce what students have learned.
The best part is that families can access ECS Library’s Bookflix account
on any computer. Enjoy!

1 cup unsalted butter, softened
3/4 cup sugar
1 large egg
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/3 teaspoon salt
2 1/2 cups flour
Hard candy for cookie center (red colored see-through
candies- jolly ranchers or life savers)

Go to: bkflix.grolier.com, Username: Imagine, Password: bookflix.

To make the dough:
Cream the butter, gradually adding the sugar, beat in the
egg until evenly mixed, then; blend in the vanilla extract
and salt. Stir the flour into the creamed ingredients, about
one third at a time, until evenly blended. The dough may
seem soft, but it will firm up when refrigerated. Divide the
dough in half. Flatten each portion into a disk and seal in
plastic wrap. Refrigerate for 6 hours or overnight.

YOUR LOCAL FIVE STAR AGENT
Pittsburgh Magazine’s
2010 Five Star Real
Estate Agent Award
Winner! Rated among
the best in “Overall
Client Satisfaction.”

To create the cookies:
Heat the oven to 375 degrees. Cover a sturdy baking
sheet with aluminum foil and lightly coat the foil with cooking spray. Roll the dough to a 1/4-inch thickness. Cut out
the cookies with a large cookie cutter. Use a spatula to
transfer the shapes to the baking sheet, leaving about an
inch between cookies. Remove the centers of the cookies
with a smaller cookie cutter. (Save the centers to bake
later.)

Kathy Clevenger

Place a hard candy (we used Jolly Ranchers) in the center
of each heart and bake until the cookies start to brown
lightly around the edges and the candy is melted, about 8
to 10 minutes. Let the cookies cool on the baking sheet
for 5 minutes, then transfer them to wire racks to cool
completely. To prevent sticking, line your serving plate or
tin with waxed paper and place additional waxed paper
between layers. Makes 30.

Call/text: 412.969.7519
Office: 412.241.4700, ext. 38
1028 S. Braddock Ave.,
Pgh., PA 15218
kclevenger@neighborhoodrealtyservices.net
www.neighborhoodrealtyservices.com
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He said, she said: Holidays in school?
thankful ECS is creative enough
to find the time for kids to celebrate holidays during school.
It’s a great learning experience.

This is a new feature
focusing on one issue
related to ECS in which
two members of one
family strongly disagree
on the issue. Below is
the discussion between
a husband and wife
related to celebrating
holidays during school
at ECS.

She Said: School should be
secular – there is no reason to
celebrate Halloween (a pagan
holiday) or to preference Christmas-like traditions, symbols and
activities in school. Religion and
spirituality is for the home, not

She Said: School is for instruction, not
parties. If ECS is able to free up time for
celebrations, that time should go towards
additional instruction or time devoted to
homework so students have less pressure
once they get home to do more academic
work.
He Said: No way! ECS is about so much
more than just instruction – it’s about socialization, having fun with peers doing non
academic work and learning to act accordingly in small and large group settings. I’m

school.
He Said: Bah humbug! There is no harm
in children learning about different spiritual
traditions even if they are not religious or of
a different religion. You are taking this too
seriously – these are cultural holidays in
America and students enjoy participating
in, for example, Halloween, even though
they are not pagan.
She Said: It puts too much pressure on
parents to deal with the demands these

celebrations bring, like getting costumes to
school; signing up for, preparing and sending in food for a winter harvest; or making
sure your child has the money on the right
day for the holiday Marketplace, lest they
be left out. This creates stress for parents
with multiple children at school in particular.
Plus, these special events create too much
additional email and paperwork to follow.
He Said: Get over it! This is what we
signed up for when we chose to send our
kids to ECS, which we knew full well prioritized parent involvement. No one pressures
you to do any of this – it’s all voluntary. (If
you feel pressure, that’s self-inflicted.) Plus,
taking advantage of the parent-run holiday
Marketplace and seeing the kids get ready
for Halloween in the morning is a great
break from routine, for kids and parents
alike.
Have an opinion? Post it at
www.ecspco.proboards.com, under the
“He Said, She Said” thread.

Planting the
Seeds to Thrive

Proud Supporters
of Imagine ECS!

For children struggling
with nutrition, feeding
and sensory issues, we
offer skilled care and
compassion — and to
their caregivers, we
offer expertise, hope
and restorative balance.

breakfast & lunch
mon–sat • 7 am – 3 pm
sun • 8 am – 3 pm
private parties & off-site catering
cocktails • dinner parties • custom menus
creative, memorable events

At Thrive Place, we
believe in the power of
everyday triumphs.

1137 south braddock ave.
regent square
412 • 244 • 8002

Child Development Center

www.square-cafe .com
412.521.1067 • www.thriveplace.com
4070 Beechwood Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15217
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Take a hike! (With a Field Guide)
this excursion, the trail was easy to follow. It
is graveled and well-maintained with a few
historic signs and beautiful stonework. The
view from the island is awesome and developers were keen to this as they included
three outlooks. One is a narrow wooden
bridge which leads to a concrete abutment that takes you out over the river.
The railing is sturdy, but kids shorter than
3ft could easily wiggle through the few
slack chains hung below. Plastic netting
has been put around the perimeter for
safety. The other lookouts are more “official” and located at the northern and
southern ends of the island.

BY AMY BIANCO

Washington’s Landing Hike:
What’s immediately intriguing about
the island is its history, both historical
and industrial. This small island (approx. 42 acres) was the site where
George Washington supposedly
camped overnight after his raft capsized
(due to ice) while he tried to cross the Allegheny River. The island was previously
called Herr’s Island; in 1987 the name
change marked the transition from meatpacking plant and scrap yard to upscale
residential housing, park, and marina.
Washington’s Landing is a successful example of how former brownfield sites can
be cleaned up and revitalized. Called the
Washington’s Landing Loop, the trail is part
of the Three Rivers Heritage Trail.
From ECS, Washington’s Landing is about
a 20 minute drive. Take 376W to the Blvd.
of the Allies and take the Veteran’s Bridge to
28N. Turn right at the 31st Street Bridge and
make an immediate right onto River Ave.,
then an immediate left onto the lesser known
30th Street bridge. Turn left onto the beautifully tree-lined Waterfront Drive. There is public
parking on the left (under the 31st St. Bridge).
As an alternate route, you could take Penn
Ave. all the way into the Strip District, turn right
onto 31st St. and go over the bridge. At the
end of the bridge (at the traffic light) turn left
onto River Ave. and then a left onto the 30th
St. Bridge.
Once you park, you can hop on the trail
through the parking lot across the street.
There aren’t any clear trailhead signs. Just
go toward the river and you’ll see it. This hike
takes about 45 minutes to an hour and follows
the perimeter of the island. It is a pleasant
hike that takes you along the Allegheny River
and its back channel. The trail sits above the
shoreline, but there are some areas where you
could get down to the water if you’re careful.
I wouldn’t recommend trying to do this in the
snow. It’s too steep to navigate and the giant
ice sheets floating on the river edges wouldn’t
make for a comfy landing! The southern end of
the island is more park-like with tennis courts,
an open amphitheatre area, benches, and a
few bird boxes. The northern end of the island
is called the Village; a residential area of about
100 gorgeous townhouses.
After connecting with the trail, I began walking
to the left, towards the northern end. Office
buildings are in close range, but they are archi-
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tecturally passive and do not
hulk over the landscape. In fact, the buildings
house environmentally important organizations
such as the Western PA Conservancy, the
Department of Environmental Protection, and
the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources.
I was the only person on the trail, but judging
by the footprints on the path, it had recently
been used by a cross-country skier and at
least one dog walker. I immediately noticed
rabbit and squirrel tracks around the bushes
at the beginning of the trail. I wondered how
the animals arrived here. There are plenty of
London Plane, Sweet Gum, and maple trees
dotting the island as well as a cozy stand
of white pines. I spotted crows, cardinals, a
mockingbird, and a very close, Carolina wren.
Although there was a lot of snow cover on
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Once the trail begins looping back
towards the parking lot, you will end
up on the sidewalk for a bit, but it’s
still very nice and lined with trees.
This side of the island is where
the main office of the Three
Rivers Rowing Club is located
so I’m sure it’s booming in the
warmer months. This day is was
very quiet and restful. When you
pass the office buildings, the trail
continues. Again, you have to cut
through a parking lot to get to it.
Once you arrive back at your car,
it’s definitely worth taking a stroll to
the northern outlook. It has a postcard view of the city and leads to an
old rail bridge which has been converted to a foot bridge. You have to
walk out onto Waterfront Drive and
cross to the other side to pick up the
trail again. You’ll find yourself at the
marina. Walking right, this time, you’ll
pass the townhouses. They’re quite
close. I felt like I was in their back yards, but
since it is winter, there wasn’t a soul outside.
At this point, it was hard to picture this island
as a polluted, industrial wasteland bound with
train tracks. These houses are NICE!
The foot bridge is the only obvious relic left
behind from the “Herr’s Island years”. It leads
to concrete ramps that put you out onto to
River Avenue. Eventually, the Heritage Trail will
continue here connecting the North Shore Trail
to the Millvale Trail, currently under development. From here, you have to double back the
way you came. I would definitely recommend
this hike just to see it. It would be an awesome
place to have a picnic before heading into
town. I had fun exploring it for the first time in
the snow and will be coming back when the
weather breaks, for sure!

Raptors come for a visit at E-Day
Chuck, a male Red-Tailed Hawk, to the
E-Day students. Chuck is one of the Wildlife
Rehab Center’s education birds and was
a wonderful visitor who inspired many
thoughtful and interesting questions and
comments from the students. After Barry’s
presentation, E-Day students participated in

BY PAIGE WIEGMAN

On Wednesday, Jan 26th, the Sierra Club
and the Animal Rescue League’s Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center (http://www.animalrescue.org/wildlife_center) visited E-Day to
present a fascinating program about hawks
and other raptors. Barry Lavery introduced

Belgian
Inspired
Cuisine
Featuring
Moules Frites
w
Over 60 Belgian &
Specialty Beers
Desserts by Susie Treon

w
Serving Lunch, Dinner
and Sunday Brunch
Closed Monday

w
401 Hastings Street
(corner of Reynolds)
Point Breeze
412 441 3334
www.pointbrugge.com

Pittsburgh M A G A Z I N E
Best 25 Restaurants 2009
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a number of artistic activities with volunteers
from the Sierra Club. It was a wonderful
afternoon and we can’t wait for the next
visit from our friends at the Sierra Club and
Rehab Center.

Holiday
Marketplace
a success

To contact us, email:
newsletter@ecspco.org
CONTRIBUTORS:

Thank you to the many generous families who donated
money during the Holiday Marketplace to purchase a gift
from Heifer International. We collected enough money to
buy FOUR gifts of honeybees.
From Uganda to El Salvador, bees from Heifer International
help struggling families earn income through the sale of
honey, beeswax and pollen. Beehives require almost no
space and, once established, are inexpensive to maintain.
As bees search for nectar, they pollinate plants. Placed
strategically, beehives can as much as double some fruit
and vegetable yields. In this way, a beehive can be a boost
to a whole village.
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A Few Statistics from the 2010 Holiday Marketplace:
• We sold over $7000 worth of products, with a profit of
about $800.
• 75% of the students in the school shopped during
classroom shopping times.
• The average purchase was $15.
• An additional 100 customers made purchases during
after school/evening events.
• 2nd grade had the most shoppers, with nearly 90% of
the students shopping.

Imagine Environmental Charter School
829 Milton Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15218
412-247-7970 | environmentalcharterschool.org

